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Safe Summer Driving message from the Secretary of Defense, the Honorable Leon E. Panetta 

The warm summer months are a busy travel time in the United States and around the world, especially on 

the roads near military installations.  For our military family, the start of summer means we will spend more 

time driving, whether we are traveling for work or recreation, heading to new duty assignments, or taking a 

well-deserved vacation. 

To all service members, you have earned some time off this summer, and I encourage you to have fun with 

your family and friends.  Recharge and come back to the job more focused and energized to accomplish 

the tough tasks at hand. 

While you are on leave, however, be careful.  Last year, between Memorial Day and Labor Day, 84 service 

members died from motor vehicle collisions, 42 in 4-wheel vehicles and 40 while riding motorcycles.  

Thirteen more died from water-related accidents.  In total, there were 18 more fatal accidents last summer 

than the summer before. 

Each of us must do everything we can to be safer this summer.  Military leaders, supervisors, co-workers, 

and family members must do their part to keep everyone around them safe, both on and off duty.  Risk can 

be reduced by sticking to fundamental military lessons of working together, exercising leadership, focusing 

on the mission, and even having the courage to say “no” to a risky situation. 

There are two areas in which we can do better:  wearing seat belts and not drinking and driving. 

We know that seat belts save lives.  Many of the injuries and fatalities sustained by our servicemen and 

women could have been prevented with the use of a seatbelt.  All military leaders need to emphasize how 

important it is for all service members to follow the simple precaution of wearing a seatbelt. 

We also know that alcohol, even in small quantities, impairs our decision making and is a significant factor 

in all accident categories.  So before taking your first sip, think ahead and have a sensible plan; work 

together and remember never to drink and drive; remember to always be safe. 

Thank you to each and every one of your serving our nation today.  You serve so that American can be 

strong and free, and so we all can take advantage of the blessings you protect every day.  I wish each of 

you a safe and enjoyable summer season 

 

Leon E. Panetta 

Secretary of Defense 


