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YOUR GUIDE TO STATUS OF FORCES AGREEMENT (SOFA) IDENTIFICATION 
PURPOSE

The purpose of this brochure is to provide information on documentation and issuance requirements for SOFA Identification within Germany.
AE Regulation 600-77 is the governing directive.  Per authority of NATO SOFA, the regulation requires members of the civilian component and dependents of members of the U.S. Forces or civilian component be so identified in their passports.
Application Policies and Procedures by Personnel Category 
UNIFORMED MEMBERS OF THE U.S. FORCES IN GERMANY:  Do not require a SOFA Certificate; they enter and exit Germany using their military orders and ID cards. 
MILITARY FAMILY MEMBERS: 
Family members (U.S. citizen) are 
issued no-fee (Regular) passports 
and should have a SOFA stamp
issued by the U.S. State

Department in their no-fee
passport.  If the no-fee passport
has no SOFA stamp, the local
Passport Office will verify military

family member’s eligibility for SOFA

Certificate, complete AE Form 600

77A, and issue SOFA Certificate.  
DoD CIVILIANS AND THEIR 
FAMILY MEMBERS: DoD Civilians 
who are hired from CONUS, and 
their family members (U.S. citizen),
are also issued no-fee (Official for

employees, Regular for family 

members) passports and should

already have a SOFA stamp 
issued by the U.S. State

Department in their no-fee
passport.  If SOFA stamp is not

present in the no-fee passport, or

the DoD employee and family

members possess a fee (tourist)

passport only, contact the

sponsor’s servicing Civilian

Personnel Advisory Center (CPAC)
or other designated civilian 
personnel office.  The CPAC or
designated civilian personnel office
will verify DoD civilian personnel

and their family member(s)

eligibility for SOFA Certificate and

complete AE Form 600-77A for the

verified member(s). Sponsor or

family member(s) will take passport 
and AE Form 600-77A to the  local

Passport Office for processing.  
DoD CONTRACTORS (Authorized
ILS Benefits) AND THEIR FAMILY 
MEMBERS:  The sponsor’s 
Contract Officer Representative
(COR) will verify DoD contractor

personnel and their family 

family members (s) eligibility

for SOFA certificate and complete 
AE Form 600-77A for verified 
member (s).  Sponsor or family 
member (s) will take passport
and AE Form 600-77A to the local
Passport Office for processing.
AAFES SPONSORS AND THEIR 

FAMILY MEMBERS:  The 

Sponsor’s servicing AAFES

personnel office will verify
eligibility for SOFA Certificate
and complete AE Form 600-77A

for verified member(s). Sponsor or 
family member(s) will take passport
and AE Form 600-77A to the local

Passport Office for processing.  
NOTE:

The procedures for issuance of

SOFA ID Certificates to citizens of

the “visa-restricted” countries for

Germany are unique.  See

paragraph A.4.d (4) in Section I

(Germany) of the DoD Foreign

Clearance Guide

www.fcg.pentagon.mil for a list of

these countries.  Citizens of these

countries must be permanent 

resident aliens of the U.S., or be

approved for immigration to the

U.S. as an immediate family

member before SOFA 

Certificate may be issued.

SOFA ID ISSUANCE AUTHORITIES:

Local Passport Office issues SOFA

Certificates for all personnel except

for those with passports from

countries that do not have a

reciprocal travel agreement with 
Germany (“visa-restricted”), as

noted above.  These applications

must be submitted to HQ IMCOM

Europe,   ATTN:  IMEU-HRD-M,

through the local Passport Office.
