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OVERSEAS MILITARY NATURALIZATION PROCESS

Filing the Application
All applicants must first submit an Application for Naturalization, Form N-400, with all necessary supporting documents to the Nebraska Service Center (NSC).  No fee is required.  All military applicants for naturalization are strongly encouraged to work with their designated military point of contact (POC) in order to ensure that their application packet is properly completed and filed with the NSC.  

Requesting Overseas Military Naturalization Processing
After filing the application with the NSC, overseas military POCs should submit requests for overseas military naturalization processing (interview and swearing in) to the appropriate overseas USCIS office (See ‘Who to Contact’ below) using the attached form. This includes requests from soldiers who have already been interviewed for naturalization in the United States and who only need to take the Oath of Allegiance.  Military members stationed overseas can also submit requests for naturalization directly to the appropriate USCIS overseas office.  Requests for overseas processing should not be sent to the NSC or to a USCIS district office in the United States.  The appropriate overseas office must handle all such requests.

Who to Contact
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ASIA/PACIFIC: Requests for processing in Japan, Korea and other parts of East Asia, Southeast Asia, Pacific Islands and Australasia, should be submitted by E-mail to USCIS Seoul at: CIS.Seoul@dhs.gov
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EUROPE/MIDDLE EAST/AFRICA or SOUTH and NEAR ASIA: Requests for processing in Europe, the Middle East, Africa, or South Asia should be submitted by E-mail to USCIS Rome at: Rome.Natz@dhs.gov

[image: image3.png]



LATIN AMERICA/CARIBBEAN: Requests for processing in Latin America or the Caribbean should be submitted by fax to USCIS Mexico City at: +52 555 080 2326

To Obtain Status Updates

A military member should not attempt to obtain the status of an application until at least 90 days after filing the application with the NSC.  Once processing at the NSC is completed, the file will be sent to an overseas USCIS office if the POC or military member has requested overseas processing.  To check on the status of a case, the POC or military member should contact the appropriate USCIS overseas office. 

Completing the Naturalization Process Overseas

USCIS overseas offices will work on an ongoing basis with their respective military POCs, and directly with military members when appropriate, to schedule interviews and swearing in ceremonies.  Those who are found at interview to be eligible for naturalization and who pass the government, history, and reading and writing tests will be sworn in as U.S. Citizens.  While an interview is necessary in every case (unless the 

military member was interviewed in the United States prior to being deployed) the taking of the oath may be done as part of a more formal swearing in ceremony or more informally immediately following the interview.   

When a Change of Duty Station Occurs
Applicants who have requested overseas processing and who are subsequently moved to a new duty station, whether that duty station is overseas or in the United States, must notify the appropriate USCIS overseas office of their move and specify a new contact address.  The USCIS overseas office will ensure that the applicant’s case is transferred to the new location for processing.

USCIS District Office Guidance

District Offices that receive a request from the NSC for the A-file of a military naturalization applicant should comply timely with the request.  If the District Office has confirmation that an applicant is located stateside, that office should notify the NSC Military Naturalization Unit that applicant is requesting the naturalization interview be conducted stateside. 

When the applicant is stateside and the  A-file is located at an overseas office,  the District Office must contact the appropriate overseas office via E-mail, copy the NSC, and  provide information relative to the timeframe for processing the case.

Attachments
USCIS Brochure: Naturalization Information for Military Personnel (M-599)

Form: Request for Overseas Military Naturalization Processing

