INFORMATION FOR MILITARY NATURALIZATION APPLICATIONS 

SECTION 328 & 329 ONLY 

(REV. MARCH 16, 2005)

GENERAL

The "facilitated" military process went into effect December 1, 1999, to assist those military naturalization applicants, in and outside the United States, who qualify for, and are applying under, Section 328 or 329 of the Immigration and Nationality Act (INA). Compliance with the items on this tip sheet will help ensure the fastest most efficient processing of Forms N-400 for persons in your respective branches of the service. The application with the most potential for success will meet the following criteria:  

· Completed and signed Form N-400. (rev. 5/31/01 )N (Order Forms at 1-800-870-FORM  or obtain from our website.)

· Completed and signed Form G-325B. A print out from DCII system for applicant is to be provided by military and should be attached.

· Dossiers if applicable. Any dossier for the applicant unique to your Branch should also be ordered and attached. (Example: Marines = NllS)

· Completed and signed Form N-426. Must be signed by applicant and Certifying Officer. See specific instructions below for more important information.

· Photos. Each application should be accompanied by at least 2 passport style photos.
· Fingerprints. If an applicant is overseas, the application must contain two (2) sets of fingerprints on Form FD-258, taken at a U.S. Military Installation or U.S. Embassy or Consulate.
QUALIFICATIONS FOR FACILITATED PROCESSING
Again, only those persons applying for naturalization under one of the above sections who meet the legal requirements therein, qualify for this special processing. See the final page that can be used as a desk guide.

Section 328- The applicant must have served honorably for an aggregate of at least 1 year (reduced from three years) in the U.S. military at the time of submitting the application. There is NO provision for "early filing" under this section. (Early filings will be rejected) Further, the applicant can only apply while in active duty status or within six months of termination of service.

  Or under:

Section 329- The applicant must have any amount of active-duty, honorable service during one of the following periods of hostilities and must have enlisted or reenlisted in the United States. No deadline on filing.

Authorized Periods of Conflict:

WW I
       11-11-16 – 04-06-17

WWII
       09-01-39 – 12-31-46

KOREA
       06-25-50 – 07-01-55

VIETNAM
       02-28-61 – 10-15-78

PERSIAN GULF       08-02-90 – 04-11-91

AFGHANISTAN &    09-11-01 – DTBD


IRAQ
   
NOTE: Any other naturalization applicants who do not qualify above must file their applications under another section of the INA and meet all necessary residence requirements (i.e., military civilian employees, or spouses of military members/employees, do not qualify for these categories). Those applications are to be submitted to the appropriate U.S. CIS Service Center based on the applicant's permanent U.S. address. The applicants in those cases should NOT select item "C" in section two (2) of New Form N-400, and must include the appropriate fee.  Only those applicants filing under the qualifying military service are fee exempt.  
TIMELINESS

Please encourage potential applicants not to wait until the "last minute" before reenlistment or other opportunities that require the service person to be a United States citizen. (Perhaps a general notice to all persons in your branch who are only U.S. permanent residents and who qualify, as above, would be helpful).

COVER SHEET 
Each application should be accompanied by a cover sheet prepared by the person assisting the applicant. It should include:

1. Name, A# and SSN of the applicant.

2. Applicant’s physical location at the time of mailing the application.

3. The preferred CIS office site where applicant wants to be interviewed and naturalized. (Note: As of October 1, 2005, qualifying active-duty military personnel may request to be interviewed overseas.  They may also request to have their interview at any CIS office in the United States.)   

4. Any preferred date range for the naturalization interview in the United States (presently it should be at least six months from filing date).

5. Any anticipated moves during the next six months, including PCS, ETS and deployment dates.

6. A stateside point of contact (i.e. relative) as well as contact information for the Applicant overseas (i.e. cell phone number, unit phone number)

7. A U.S. mailing address (APO/FPO will work) to ensure mail from us can be received by the applicant.

8. NOTE: The applicant should be advised to keep CIS informed of all address changes or in any change of preferred interview location.

N-400 APPLICATION

Parts 1 through 10 must be entirely completed.  All questions should be addressed.  If a question does not apply to the Applicant, he/she should indicate such.  The Applicant must sign in Part 11.  If someone, other than the Applicant, filled out the form, Part 12 should be completed.  Parts 13 & 14 should NOT be completed. These parts will be addressed during the interview.      

FORM G-325B – BIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION

The front page of this form should be typed or printed clearly by the applicant. All relevant biographic data should be supplied. Page two (2) does not need to be completed. The military person assisting the applicant should obtain a printout from the Defense Clearance and Investigative Index, (DCII), relating to the applicant and attach it to the back of Form G-325B. Even if DCII indicates "No Records", please attach the DCII printout.

DOSSIERS

Any closed "dossier" indicated on the DCII printout, which is under the branch's control, should be obtained and also attached to the G-325B before submission of the application. (Example: U.S. Army = ACRD; Air Force = FOSI; Navy = NNIS). We understand that branches cannot obtain DDIS dossiers. NSC is able to request DDIS dossiers directly from our office.

All dossier records provided by the Branches should clearly show the correct dossier number as reflected on the DCII printout, the applicant's name and SSN.  Many times the material comes unmarked and all stapled together.  We cannot be sure we have received the entire record(s) as some applicants may have more than one dossier.

FORM N-426 – REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATION OF MILITARY OR NAVAL SERVICE

All certifying officers- please read the block entitled "Instructions to Certifying Officer" on page one of Form N-426.  

This two-sided form must be completed on both sides. The applicant completes all items and must sign on page one; the certifying officer must complete all pertinent blocks on page two, especially the portions showing dates of service and verifying the applicant's military service. While additional information regarding service may be attached to Form N-426, the certifying officer must sign and apply official seal/stamp where indicated at the bottom of page two of form N-426.
Simply attaching form DD214 to an uncertified Form N-426 is not acceptable. The N-426 must be completed, signed and stamped or sealed by the Certifying Officer.

PLEASE HELP FACILITATE THESE CASES BY COMPLETING ALL BLOCKS ON PAGE TWO THAT RELATE TO THE APPLICANT;

1. Entered Service at:  (Where) 

2. On: (Date)

3. Served to:  (ETS Date; If still active, please write “Present”)

4. Branch of Service

5. Indicate level of service: HONORABLE or LESS THAN HONORABLE –Provide details)

6. Complete items 6 through 12 as applicable

7. SIGN AND APPLY SEAL/STAMP 

FINGERPRINTS (Overseas Applicants) FORM FD-258 ONLY

The Nebraska Service Center (NSC) can only accept fingerprints applied to Form FD-258. The fingerprints must be in a separate envelope sealed by the official taking the prints.  Attached is an instruction sheet for completing the masthead data:  

a. All biographical data of the individual (see instructions for proper abbreviations)

b. Address data of both the person being printed and the person taking the prints. 

c. Applicant's "A" number in the "OCA" and "Miscellaneous MNU' blocks. 

d. Signatures of the applicant and the person taking the fingerprints 

e. Employment block” refers to the person taking the prints.

f. "N-400-Military" written in the "Reason Printed" block.

The FD-258 and/or the cover sheet should clearly indicate where the prints were taken abroad. Only prints taken at a U.S. military installation abroad or U.S. embassy or consulate will be accepted.

Note: We strongly recommend that two sets of prints completed as above be submitted in the event that one set is found to be unacceptable by the FBI.

FINGERPRINTS (Stateside Applicants)

In accordance with the MOU signed by the DOD, legacy-INS and the Dept. of Transportation, military support offices have agreed to issue DOD fingerprint notices to their stateside naturalization applicants.  The applicant then takes this notice and presents it to the local U.S. CIS Application Support Center (ASC) to be fingerprinted. NOTE: A copy of this notice is to be included with the final application package sent to the NSC to advise us that fingerprinting has indeed been scheduled.

PHOTOS

TWO (2) COLOR PHOTOS OF APPLICANT must be submitted with the N-400. The photos should be full-frontal face photo. (See attached photo specification information outlining the appropriate format of the photos.) 

A clear photocopy of the front and back of the applicant’s Permanent Resident Card (Form I-551 – “green card”) should also be included in the application package.  

APPLICATION FEES

As of October 1, 2004, there is NO FEE for the N-400 application for qualifying, active-duty military personnel.  (This does not include civilian DOD employees or spouses of military personnel who must pay a fee.)  

It is important to check Box “C” in Part 2 of the N-400 version 05/31/2001.  If any other box is checked, the application will be returned for resubmission with appropriate fees.  

CONCLUSION

Again, it cannot be over stressed that this process works most efficiently when all partners are doing their particular part(s) of the process. All cases that are missing required information are delayed. These delays put a further strain on NSC resources and time constraints.
Delayed cases generate phone calls and cc:Mail inquiries from applicants, military POCs, and Congressional offices.

The cases that pass through the process most efficiently are those that have been properly assembled before being mailed to the NSC. This is in keeping with the Memorandum of Understanding signed by representatives of the Department of Defense, Dept. of Transportation and the legacy Immigration and Naturalization Service. 

We look forward to your cooperation.

The NSC N400 Team

--------------------------

OUR CORRECT ADDRESS IS:

USCIS

PO BOX 87426 

LINCOLN, NE 68501-7426

THIS ADDRESS IS FOR FACILITATED MILITARY CASES ONLY. Please do not give out this address to any other class of naturalization applicant.

QUICK REFERENCE

Military Naturalization Eligibility

SECTION 328​

· Must have served honorably for a total of one or more years, 

· Must be a Lawful Permanent Resident, and
· Must file the application while still serving honorably, or within 6 months of being honorably discharged.
· National Guard and Reserve duty can count toward the one-year requirement

· No early filing is allowed  

· To qualify for overseas processing, the Applicant must still be serving actively in the military

SECTION 329​

· Must have served in active-duty status during one of the authorized periods of conflict listed below:

WWI --- NOV 11, 1916 – APRIL 6, 1917
WWII --- SEPT 1, 1939 – DEC 31, 1946
KOREA --- JUN 25, 1950 – JUL 1, 1955

VIETNAM --- FEB 28, 1961 – OCT 15, 1978

PERSIAN GULF --- AUG 2, 1990 – APR 11, 1991
AFGHANISTAN / IRAQ --- SEP 11, 2001 – TBD
· After enlistment, applicant must have been lawfully admitted as a permanent resident, OR,

· At the time of enlistment, reenlistment, or induction, the Applicant must have been physically present in the United States or qualifying territory.

For Both Sections 328 and 329:  

· Foreign or stateside duty apply

· Service must be honorable

· No fee is required for filing

· Overseas processing is available (provided the Applicant is still serving honorably)

· Applicant must demonstrate 

· good moral character, 

· knowledge of the English language, 

· knowledge of U.S. government and history, and 

· attachment to the U.S. by taking an oath of allegiance to the Constitution

INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING FINGERPRINT CARDS (FD-258)
PLEASE USE BLOCK LETTERS

· Ensure all information is typed or printed in BLACK ink.

· White out or other correction fluids/tapes should NOT be used.

· NAME:

Print legal name.  This is the name on the applicant’s birth certificate, alien registration card, passport.  Any maiden names, nicknames or “Americanized” names should be listed in the AKA field, not the name field.

· DOB:  

Use numbers in month, day, year format (mm, dd, yy:  e.g.: 07 21 56)

· CITIZENSHIP:
Country of citizenship

· SEX:  

Indicate M for Male or F for Female

· RACE:  

Use only the FBI approved codes as follows:

A=Asian (Pacific Islander, Chinese, Japanese, Polynesian, Korean and Vietnamese)

B=Black (includes Negro and Colored)

I=American Indian (Alaskan native, Eskimo and American Indian)

U=Unknown

W=White (Caucasian, Mexican, Latin, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Central/South American, and other Spanish culture or origin regardless of race)

· HEIGHT:  

Expressed in FEET and INCHES rounded to nearest inch (e.g.: 5’10”)

· WEIGHT:

Expressed in POUNDS rounded to the nearest pound (e.g.: 187)

· EYE COLOR:
Use ONLY the FBI approved codes as follows:

BLK  
-  
Black

GRN 
-  
Green

BLU  
- 
Blue

HAZ  
-  
Hazel

BRO  
-  
Brown

MAR  
-  
Maroon

GRY  
-  
Gray

PNK   
-  
Pink

XXX 
-  
Unknown

· HAIR COLOR:
Use ONLY the FBI approved codes as follows:

BAL
-
Bald

GRY  
-  
Gray

BLK  
-  
Black

RED
-
Red

BLN 
-  
Blond

SDY
-
Sandy

BRO  
-  
Brown

WHI  
-  
White

XXX 
-  
Unknown

· PLACE OF BIRTH:
List state (if in the US), province (if in Canada), or country.

· ORIGINATING AGENCY CASE NUMBER (OCA) and Miscellaneous Number (MNU):

Alien registration number (A number).  It must be an “A” followed by nine digits.  If the number is only 7 or 8 digits long, zeros should be placed between the A and the number (e.g.: A12 345 678 should be entered as A012 345 678).

· REASON FINGERPRINTED:

“N-400 Military”
FINGERPRINTS SHOULD BE PLACED IN AN ENVELOPE AND SEALED BY THE OFFICIAL TAKING THE PRINTS.  SUBMIT THE SEALED ENVELOPE WITH THE N-400 APPLICATION.

PHOTO SPECIFICATIONS (July 2004)
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