INSTRUCTIONS FOR FILING ALIEN RELATIVE PETITIONS

U.S. Citizenship & Immigration Services (USCIS) in Frankfurt processes I-130 Alien Relative Petitions by mail or in person if the petitioner (US citizen or lawful permanent resident of the United States) is presently residing in Germany.  A petitioner residing outside Germany should file Form I-130 on behalf of an alien relative at the USCIS or US Consular office having jurisdiction over his/her residence.

You may file a petition in person at the Frankfurt USCIS office at the US Consulate General between the hours of  0800 to 1100 on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, 

except on German and American holidays.  The mailing address is: American Consulate General, USCIS, Giessener Strasse 30, 60435 Frankfurt (APO: USCIS - AmConGen, ATTN:  SOFA/I-130, PSC 115, APO AE 09213-0115).  If you are under time restrictions, we recommend filing in person as mail-in petitions take longer to process.  The average processing time for a properly filed petition is 60 - 90 days.  Please note the following instructions:
In order to file the I-130 petition, you must complete the following documents in full:
· Form I-130, Petition for Alien Relative

· Form G-325A, Biographical Information Sheet for you and your spouse (not needed for children)
You must also include the following with your petition:

· Copy of US Citizen’s (petitioner) passport page or US Birth certificate, naturalization certificate or certificate of citizenship.  If you are a permanent resident, you must provide a copy of your permanent resident card.

· Copy of your SOFA stamp/certificate or your identification card (if you are a military member) which indicates you are a member of a SOFA status group.

· Copy of your marriage certificate.  If the certificate is NOT in English, you must supply a translation of the document.

· Copy of any divorce decree or death certificate for all prior marriages for you and your spouse.  All documents must be in English or have accompanying translations.  All divorce decrees must be final orders of divorce.
· One color photo of you and your spouse.  No pictures are required if filing for children, parents, brothers or sisters.

· A US Dollar cashier’s check, US Dollar money order, international bank draft or Visa or Mastercard authorization for $355 US Dollars per petition.
· If filing for a child, include a copy of the child’s birth certificate.  If any name changes have taken place, supply a copy of the name change document from a competent authority.  If the child was adopted, include a copy of judicial adoption decree.  
If a U.S. citizen, the sponsor may petition for the following foreign national relatives to immigrate to the U.S., with proof of relationship:

Husband, wife or unmarried child under 21 years old 

Parent if sponsor is at least 21 years old
Unmarried son or daughter over 21 years old
Married son or daughter of any age 

Brother or sister, if the sponsor is at least 21 years old 

If a lawful permanent resident of the U.S., the sponsor may petition for the following foreign national relatives to immigrate to the U.S., with proof of relationship:

Husband or wife
Unmarried child under 21 years of age
Unmarried son or daughter over 21 years of age
When USCIS receives your completed petition package, you will receive a notice of their decision usually within 60 days.  If you are a naturalized US Citizen or Lawful Permanent Resident petitioner, it will take an additional 14 to 21 days to process your petition, since USCIS is required to review your immigration file as well as the beneficiary of your petition.  Should USCIS identify any problem with your application, or you have forgotten a required piece of information, they will contact you by mail to inform you of the problem or deficiency and provide you an opportunity to address the situation.  If you do not provide them with the information requested in a timely manner, and do not have a valid reason for not doing so, USCIS can deny your petition.  
Once notified of an approved petition, applicants should keep the consulate informed of any change in their mailing address or any change in their personal situation, or that of their alien relative, that may affect eligibility for an immigrant visa, such as reaching age 21, marriage, divorce, or death.
